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Legislative work—cont.’d 
available for the Commu-
nity Medical Centers In-
termodal facility in 
Fresno, California, shall 
be made available for the 
City of Fresno for the 
same project. The avail-
ability of such funds for 
obligation shall be ex-
tended through fiscal 
year 2004. 
 

 Business 
 
Vehicle Repair 
Under current law, vehi-

cle manufacturers and oth-
ers may unfairly restrict ac-
cess to the information, 
parts, and tools necessary to 
accurately diagnose, repair, 
re-program or install auto-
m o t i v e  r e p l a c e m e n t 
parts.  This forces consum-
ers to use repair shops asso-
ciated with the manufac-
tures and prevents inde-
pendent, aftermarket com-
petition for repair.  Con-
gressman Nunes co-
sponsored H.R. 2735, "The 
Motor Vehicle Owners' Right 
to Repair Act," which will 
provide equity in the market 
by allowing consumers to 
choose independent repair 
shops for automotive work.   

 
 Defense 

  
Healthcare 
Under current law, a sol-

dier discharged from the 
hospital is required to reim-
burse the military for the 
food expenses he or she 
incurs while under medical 
care.  Congressman Nunes 
co-sponsored H.R. 2998, 
which will end this practice.  
Mr. Nunes believes that he-
roes who have been injured 
in defense of our freedom 
should not be billed for their 
food while recovering in a 
hospital.  

from other accounts.  This 
includes fuel reduction ac-
counts which would ironi-
cally reduce the threat of 
catastrophic wildfire.  Con-
sidering this position, Rep. 
Nunes, along with a number 
of his colleagues, sent a 
letter to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, 
Dennis Hastert and Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi urging 
them to quickly move an 
emergency funding supple-
menting the wildfire sup-
pression budget of the For-
est Service.  With fires burn-
ing around the West, FY03 
wildfire suppression money 
exhausted, and the relevant 
agencies aggressively bor-
rowing from other program 
areas to absorb wildland 
firefighting expenses, there 
is a desperate need for Con-
gress to promptly move a 
wildfire funding supplemen-
tal.  With wildland fire-
fighting costs approaching 
$13 million a day, this bor-
rowing total will very likely 
increase by at least another 

$200 million be-
fo re  moth er -
nature brings an 
end to this fire 
season, bringing 
the borrowing 
total to in excess 
of $600 million 
for the current 
fiscal year. 

 
 Education 

 
 Minority Serving In-

stitutions  
Congressman Nunes 

helped introduce H.R. 3039, 
the Expanding Opportunities 
in Higher Education Act as 
an effort to increase access 
to post-secondary institu-
tions for students of the San 
Joaquin Valley.  This bill 
would expand opportunities 
in higher education for 
needy and non-traditional 
students, boost Hispanic 
Serving Institutions (HSIs) 
and other Minority Serving 
Institutions, and simplify the 
federal student aid process 
for all students and families 
throughout the nation. 

 
 Fire Fighting 

 
 The Forest Service has 

exhausted the fiscal year 
2003 (FY03) fire suppres-
sion funds and has been 
forced, once again, into bor-
rowing almost $400 million 


